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FASHION TREND VISUALIZATION THROUGH AI-BASED 
ILLUSTRATION: A CASE STUDY ON FASHION TREND 

FORECAST 2025/2026 STRIVE BOOK

Abstract: Digital technology has evolved and brought significant changes in various 
aspects of the creative industry, including the fashion industry. One of the innovations 
that is now starting to be applied in the visualization process, especially in produc-
ing fashion illustrations, is artificial intelligence (AI) technology. Through a case study 
on Fashion Trend Forecast 2025/2026 STRIVE book, this research aims to analyze 
how AI technology compares with manual and digital illustrations in communicating 
ideas and narratives of fashion trends. The method used in this research is a descrip-
tive qualitative approach to visual analysis based on the main aspects of stroke line, 
color, proportion, and composition. The results show that AI-based fashion illustration 
is able to display visuals with high quality and detail, but it needs to be supported by 
prompt experiments to achieve the intended image results. The efficiency of the process 
to produce illustrations is also very significant, because no hand-draw sketch skills are 
required. It can be concluded that AI has great potential as a tool in the visualization 
process of fashion trend books, especially in conceptualizing and communicating trend 
elements quickly and adaptively.
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connection between design innovation, 
social responsibility, and trend setting. 
(Bris et al., 2021; Grace Gatawa, 2022). 

In the context of trend setting, trend 
visualization is a crucial element to 
help fashion designers, brands, and 
fashion observers understand the di-
rection of aesthetic movements and 
consumer preferences. Trend visual-
ization serves not only as a form of doc-
umentation, but also as a media for 
communicating creative ideas that are 
relevant to the present and the future.

The fashion industry is currently 
showing a significant increase in tech-
nology implementation starting from the 
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Introduction
Fashion trends are rapidly evolving and 

dynamic in this modern era, influenced 
by various social, economic, cultural, and 
technological factors. In today’s digital 
era, shifting lifestyles and utility patterns 
have accelerated the emergence of new 
trends that are increasingly complex and 
diverse. Fashion trends are not only a 
guide, but also serve as an important driv-
er for innovation and marketing strategies 
in the fashion industry, one example of the 
connectivity between the fashion industry 
and sustainability issues is also integrating 
environmentally friendly approaches into 
current fashion trends. This shows the 
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research process, the creation of illustra-
tions, and the production process of its 
products. Since 2023, there has been an 
emerging issue about the role of artificial 
intelligence (AI)-based technology in all 
fields, which is expected to help human 
activities. One of the roles of artificial in-
telligence (AI) in the fashion industry is in 
the creation of fashion illustrations and 
designs. Along with the increasing use 
of technology in the creative process, AI-
based illustration offers a new approach 
in the process of describing possible up-
coming fashion trends. This can be seen 
from several studies that show that AI is 
not only used in data analysis and to pre-
dict social or consumer activity behavior, 
but can also produce creative and techni-
cally more effective and efficient designs 
(Akram et al., 2022; Sohn et al., 2021). 
Research shows that AI image generator 
technology is able to produce realistic and 
attractive illustrations, becoming a cre-
ative partner in providing more accurate 
design recommendations. (Kamiliyana 
et al., 2024; Rachmawati et al., 2024).

However, challenges are encountered 
in integrating artificial intelligence (AI) in 
the field of illustration and design. Some 
studies show that while using AI can im-
prove efficiency and creativity, basic skills 
in creating illustrations are still import-
ant. Insight and understanding of the el-
ements, color composition, and propor-
tion are still needed to achieve a quality 
illustration or design. (Dewanto, 2024).

Several previous studies related to 
the application of artificial intelligent 
in the design and fashion industry have 
been conducted., Sohn (2020) in his ar-
ticle conducted research on consumer 
responses to fashion products designed 
by generative adversarial network (GAN) 
technology, Kamiliyana (2024) dan 
Rachmawati (2024) conducted research 
related to the application of AI technol-
ogy in graphic design media with the 
aim that graphic designers can optimize 

the use of AI in their work and work to-
gether to produce innovative graphic 
works. This research discusses how to 
utilize artificial intelligence (AI)-based 
technology to produce visual illustra-
tions of fashion trends, with a case study 
on  Fashion Trend Forecast 2025/2026 
STRIVE book, which is an important ref-
erence in mapping the future develop-
ment of Indonesian fashion aesthetics. 

This research attempts to an-
swer the following questions:  

1. How is the implementa-
tion process of artificial intelligence 
(AI) technology in generating visu-
al illustrations for fashion trends?

2. What are the implications of
using AI illustrations on the way fash-
ion trends are communicated and per-
ceived in the local fashion industry?

Fashion Trend

Fashion has become part of the human 
lifestyle, always changing with the times 
and as a medium of communication and 
social identity. Fashion inherent in time 
and space is called fashion trend. Fash-
ion trends as a social phenomenon reflect 
changes in style preferences and aesthetic 
values in society at a certain period, which 
can occur due to changes in social, eco-
nomic and technological aspects that af-
fect how fashion is utilized and shaped in 
society. As the impact of digital technology 
affects the development of fashion trends, 
the use of big data analysis that applies 
machine learning can study consumer be-
havior patterns and analyze the best-sell-
ing fashion products (Huang, 2024; Lee 
& Suh, 2024). By taking advantage of 
this technology, companies can respond 
to trends quickly, producing fashion 
products that match market preferences.

Fashion trends often reflect the chang-
ing values and norms in society, not stand-
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ing alone as an aesthetic phenomenon, but 
as a medium of symbolic communication 
that reflects identity, social status and 
power relations. Cultural and social as-
pects can influence how people dress and 
what is considered fashionable. For exam-
ple, in urban communities, fashion trends 
tend to be influenced by global issues such 
as sustainability, gender equality, and 
digitalization, which are then translated 
into the shapes, colors, or materials used. 

Overall, fashion trends are a complex 
reflection of the interconnections between 
technology, society, culture and consumer 
behavior. Changes in fashion trends not 
only directly affect the fashion industry, 
but also serve as a reflection of broader 
socio-economic conditions. To communi-
cate this, media such as specific websites 
that discuss fashion trends or in the book 
form are designed. One of the most wide-
ly seen institutions as a guide to fashion 
trends is WGSN, a company in London 
that provides design and consumer pre-
dictions as well as business and marketing 
consulting. While in Indonesia itself also 
has a book Fashion Trend Forecast, which 
is a fashion trend guide that adjusts glob-
al fashion trends and socio-cultural val-
ues, and consumer behavior in Indonesia.

Visualization on Fashion Forecast-
ing

In fashion trend forecasting, the role 
of visuals is indispensable as a media 
for communicating information and ef-
fectively integrating data, intuition, and 
visual narratives and current trends. 
Visual representation serves as a con-
nection between data and design inter-
pretation (Kim et al., 2021). Some types 
of visualization that are considered es-
sential in fashion forecast media are:

1. Mood Boards are visual collag-
es that depict a collection of elements 
of inspiration or creative ideas. The ele-
ments in a fashion moodboard show the 
themes, styles, colors, details that will 
appear in the design of a fashion collec-
tion. Mood Boards also reflect the expres-
sion and aesthetic of the current fashion 
trend, which provides a very important 
emotional context for the visualization 
of textiles and styles (Rolansa, 2021).

2. Fashion sketches/illustrations, to 
support the image elements on the mood-
board which are commonly included 
with a few fashion sketches/illustrations. 

3. Photo visualization is a pop-
ular and important part of fashion 
branding. In addition to sketches, there 
are also many fashion photos by de-
signers that have been published to 
strengthen the image of the fashion 
trend element to be communicated.

Methodology
The method used in this research is 

a descriptive qualitative approach with 
a case study method. The main object 
for analysis is Fashion Trend Forecast 
2025/2026 STRIVE book, especially on 
trend visualization. The research stages 
are:

1. Data collection was through a 
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Figure 1. Fashion Trend Forecast 2025/2026 STRIVE
(Source: Fashion Trend Forecast 2025/2026 STRIVE 

book)
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documentation study of the visual and 
narrative content in Fashion Trend Fore-
cast 2025/2026 STRIVE book. In addi-
tion, semi-structured interviews were 
conducted with the creative team of the 
trend book.

2. Data analysis, including the visual 
content of trends in the book, comparison 
between manual illustrations that have 
been created in previous trend books and 
AI-based illustrations, and interpretation 
of visual meaning in the context of trend 
narratives.

3. Validation of data triangulation 
through confirmation with sources and 
review between visual documents.

Result
The role of illustration in fashion trend 

books is very important, contributing to an 
in-depth visual understanding of emerg-
ing styles and aesthetics. Illustrations 
not only play a role as visual support, but 
also serve to attract readers’ attention and 
provide inspiration for designers (Musti-
karani & Irwansyah, 2019). By displaying 
attractive illustrations, readers will more 
easily understand the concept of fashion 
trends to be delivered in the trend book. 

The process of creating illustrations in 
fashion used to be done manually before 
digital technology developed. High hand 
skills are needed to draw or paint, and it 
takes a long time to produce aesthetic il-
lustration works. But along with the devel-
opment of digital technology, the process 
of fashion illustration has shifted to apply 
digital methods. The use of graphic design 
software such as Adobe Illustrator, Adobe 
Photoshop and the like allows designers to 
create illustrations faster and easier. The 
resulting illustration also looks more re-
alistic because many figure templates and 
material textures have been provided by 
the design software.

In recent years, the application of 
artificial intelligence (AI) in illustration 
creation has become increasingly popu-
lar. Several application platforms such 
as ChatGPT, Bing, Midjourney, Copilot, 
and the like that belong to the Generative 
Adversarial Networks (GANs) technology 
have started to be used to create highly re-
alistic and automated images.
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Figure 2. Visualization using AI Generated
(Source: Fashion Trend Forecast 2025/2026 STRIVE 

book)

The shifting in illustration methods 
from manual to AI-generated reflects a 
major transformation in the fashion in-
dustry. This more efficient process allows 
designers to focus on the creative aspects, 
while AI performs the technical tasks. The 
following is an analysis of the comparison 
of the types of illustrations created manu-
ally to AI-generated.

Figure 3. Illustration type comparison
(Source: Pinterest and Fashion Trend Forecast 

2025/2026 STRIVE book)
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Figure 3 shows that the left image was 
created manually, the middle image was 
processed using Adobe Photoshop soft-
ware, and the right image was AI-gener-
ated. The left hand-drawn sketch uses 
expressive and spontaneous lines, has a va-
riety of textures and looks rough, indicat-
ing direct hand pressure. The lines are not 
always neat, sometimes to draw a straight 
line still looks slightly curved, suggesting 
the dynamism and energy of the design-
er’s movements. The center and right im-
ages created with digital technology look 
cleaner and more controlled than manual 
illustrations. The outline is smooth and 
precise with digitally processed texture ef-
fects. The right image, although the lines 
look very smooth, is not always consistent. 
Some parts are visually unbalanced (such 
as the hand not appearing).

From the coloring technique aspect, 
the color media used in hand-draw sketch-
es are limited (markers, colored pencils, 
etc.), and skills are needed to make the 
colors more alive. In terms of visual char-
acter, colors in illustrations with manual 
methods are only used to give emphasis, 
not a realistic representation that gives the 
impression of dynamic and expressive de-
signers. For digital illustrations, coloring 
is more realistic and can display smooth-
er gradations to texture effects. The col-
ors used are more accurate and can be 
reproduced for subsequent sketches. The 
visual character of colors from AI-gener-
ated illustrations is very rich and complex, 
looking very realistic and resembling pho-
tographic lighting. The effects of textile 
materials, shadows and gloss are detailed. 
However, care must still be needed for 
the details, as sometimes there are small 
errors in the shadows or the logic of light 
that can be out of place.

In terms of proportions, manual illus-
tration drawings look slim and elongated, 
because they are adjusted to the expres-
sion of the designer’s drawing style. For 
digital images, they are more proportional 

and look natural. While the proportions 
on illustrations made by AI are realistic 
but sometimes look too symmetrical or 
rigid.

The use of realist illustrations such 
as photography is also used in Fashion 
Trend Forecast 2025/2026 STRIVE book. 
To make it easier for readers to under-
stand the trend elements to be communi-
cated, experiments were conducted by the 
creative team of the trend book to create 
realist illustrations through AI-generated.

Figure 4. Illustration made with AI-generated
(Source: Fashion Trend Forecast 2025/2026 STRIVE 

book)

The quality of the visual illustration 
in figure 4 looks realistically photograph-
ic, with subtle lighting. The texture of the 
textile material is visualized with details 
resembling the original fabric, the fab-
ric fibers and folds looks natural and the 
weight of the heavy fabric falls natural-
ly. From the interview with the creative 
team, the prompt used to interpret the 
illustration is as follows “Please create 
visual illustration a young male model in 
exaggerated oversized brown wool blazer 
jacket, layered with a sheer translucent 
inner fabric, styled in a muted and edito-
rial fashion aesthetic, very realistic style, 
detailed fabric texture, and cinematic 
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lighting”.

Figure 5. Sketch illustration made with AI-generated
(Source: Fashion Trend Forecast 2025/2026 STRIVE 

book)

The sketch illustration shown in Fig-
ure 5 is also one of the images in the Fash-
ion Trend Forecast book created using AI 
technology. It was generated using the 
following prompt: “Sketch a fashion il-
lustration of a male model wearing loose 
cargo pants with pleats at the darts and 
ankle boots- sneakers style, with detailed 
ink line shading and a dynamic posture.” 
The keywords “sketch” and “ink line shad-
ing” help produce visuals that resemble a 
hand-drawn style. The phrase “with pleats 
at dart” directs the details of the cargo 
pants to include a folding element at the 
dart of the pants, aligning with the iden-
tified trend.

Discussion
Based on the results of the study and 

interviews with the creative team, the use 
of AI-generated to create illustrations is 
very helpful in strengthening the visuals 
in the fashion trend book. Some of the 
advantages of applying AI include being 
able to quickly and automatically create 
visuals whose results look professional, 

of course, by using detailed prompts. The 
visuals produced are attractive and mod-
ern, the appearance of textures, volumes, 
and the effects can look detailed and 
realist without much of manual effort. 
The effort made is to try trial and error 
in writing the prompt, the illustration 
concept must be developed first in detail 
what elements you want to use. As shown 
in Figures 3 and 4, developing the prompt 
is a trial-and-error process requiring rep-
etition and refinement. The illustration in 
Figure 4 was not generated with a single 
prompt. The basic prompt began with the 
following description: “Young male mod-
el wears an oversized brown wool blazer 
lined with a thin inner fabric”. Then, style 
and atmosphere cues were added: “styled 
with a calm and editorial fashion aesthet-
ic, highly realistic styling, detailed fabric 
textures, and cinematic lighting”.

To ensure the color palette aligned 
with the designed trend guidelines, 
prompts such as “earthy color palette,” 
“neutral colors,” and “natural lighting” 
were added.

In addition, there are things that can 
be developed because there are still some 
gaps in the current shortcomings for 
AI-generated technology. Small errors in 
the use of prompts will cause some details 
to also look illogical, For example, shad-
ows or light logic can appear in certain 
parts so that the writing of the prompt 
must be examined again or the details 
of the prompt need to be added. In addi-
tion, sometimes the visual appearance is 
too generic or similar to other outputs on 
other internet sites. Throughout this pro-
cess, the designer’s role is to envision and 
clearly articulate the concept in the form 
of a structured prompt. Prompt develop-
ment is a new design literacy that con-
nects conceptual and visual intent.
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Conclusion
From the results of this discussion, it 

is concluded that the application of arti-
ficial intelligence (AI) technology in the 
visualization of illustrations on fashion 
trends is very significant, and was success-
fully carried out in the creation of Fashion 
Trend Forecast 2025/2026 STRIVE book. 
Through a visual analysis approach to 
hand-drawn sketch, digital, and AI-gen-
erated illustrations, it can be said that AI-
based illustrations offer the advantages of 
efficiency in the process, high quality of 
visual details, and the ability to adjust to 
certain aesthetic directions based on the 
written prompt. However, designer in-
volvement is still needed to direct creativ-
ity and ensure the relevance of the design 
to the market character. 

The integration of AI and fashion 
trend illustration can accelerate the vi-
sual exploration process for the dynamic 
and fast-changing needs of the fashion 
industry, and can open a bridge between 
technology and design. This research rec-
ommends further exploration of the utili-
zation of AI technology at other stages in 
the fashion production process cycle.
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